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FOR RELEASE:

6 April 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza
WASHINGTON, DC -- "It's Nice for the Farmers" was the headline a national

newspaper placed on an article about rising food prices, with special emphasis on meat
prices.

This approach is in line with the attitude taken by many people who know lit-

tle or nothing about farming and have no idea how often things are not all "nice" for
farm producers.

It is recommended that such critics of the farmer take a look at what

has happened to their food dollar in the past 20 years.

That might give them the proper

perspective on food costs.
Twenty years ago, the average U.S. consumer spent $896 per year for food.
Of that amount, $448 went to the producer and $448 went to the middleman.

In other

words, the producer got 50 percent of the food dollar and the middlemen 50 percent.
Today, the average annual expenditure for food is $1,214.
the producer now gets only $447, a dollar less than he got 20 years ago.
man's share has increased to $767.

of that total,
The middle-

In other words, the middleman now gets 64 percent

of the food dollar and the producer only 36 percent.
In the past 20 years, farm income has increased only seven

pe~cent.

But

the average wage earner's salary has increased 340 percent, business end professional
incomes have increased 200 percent, and corporation dividends have increased 300 percent.
The producer of meat at the farm level is receiving less than he did 20
years ago.

He is still at the bottom of the economic ladder, which is not a "nice"

place to be.

* * * * * * *
FUTURE HOMEMAKERS -- Concern about the "rejection" of society by a minority
of young Americans

shou~d

not be allowed tn obscure the happy fact that the drug users

and dissenters are far outnumbered in their age group.

On

the other side of the fence

frem them are millions of y'lung people who believe in the values of America and devote
themselves to normal, useful lives.
Attentinn was focused recently 'ln one group falling in this category with
the observance of National Future Homemakers of America Week.

This organization, with

a national membership of 550,000 (some 70,000 in Texas), has the overall goal of helping
individuals

i~prove

personal, family and community living.

This worthy goal is to be achieved by the members' living up to the eight'
purposes set forth in the FHA constitution.

They are:

to promote the joys and satis-

factions of homemaking; to strengthen the function of the family as a basic unit of
society; to encourage dem"cracy through ccoperative action in the home and community;

to become aware of the multiple roles of men and women in today's society; to improve
national and international relations; to provide opportunities for decision making and
for assuming responsibility; to involve youth with adults in individual and group activities; and to develop interest in home economics and careers in home economics and
related occupations.
Young South Texans involved in FHA activities are a pride and joy not
only to their parents but to the rest of us as well.

We congratulate them and wish them

well.

* * * * * * *
FEEDING

~

PANDAS

Most people have heard about the two giaqt pandas

presented to President Nixon by the People's Republic of China.

But not so many know

of the problems National Zoo personnel encountered in making preparations for the care
and feeding of the pandas.

Only two other of their species are in captivity, one in

London and one in Moscow.

The Zoo sent a man to London to take a qUick crem course.

He learned that a favorite panda food is bamboo shoots.
animals eats about 10 pounds of the shoots per day.

Each of the rare

But it was found that the bamboo

shoots produced on the Zoo grounds were too high in mercury content to be considered
safe.
The pandas also eat sugar cane and corn stalks, which don't accumulate
mercury because they are annuals.

But bamboo shoots being a diet must, a Zoo employee

was sent to Florida to determine if an edible supply is obtainable there.

So quite a

flurry has been caused by China's gift.

* * * * * * *
POST OFFICES ACCEPT CHECKS

South Texans, like other postal custcmers,

in the past have found their inability to pay for purchases by check both inconvenient
and irritating.

Now, however, the Postal Service informs me, checks are being accepted

at Post Office lobby windows.
being made.

Government pay checks can be cashed without any purchase

Traveler's checks can be cashed for double the amount of a purchase. And

postal products - that's government talk for stamps - can be paid for by a personal
check drawn in the exact amount of the purchase if the customer can provide identification, such as a driver's license or a national credit card.
Banks are not expected to strike back by putting stamps on sale •.

* * * * * * *
VISITORS -- Among the visitors to my office this past week were Mrs
Elida R Ochoa of Alamo and Mr Bob Chandler of McAllen.

